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Details of the Contributors

1.	 Dr. Sayoni Choudhuri Patra is an Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Political Science at Loreto College, Kolkata, 
and former  Head of the Department, where she has been serving 
since 2008. She also serves as the Internship Nodal Officer of 
the College, coordinating and facilitating student internship 
programmes and related academic engagements. A National 
Merit rank holder, she completed her undergraduate studies 
at Presidency College (now Presidency University), Kolkata, 
and pursued her post-graduation and M.Phil in Political 
Science from the University of Calcutta. She was awarded 
her Ph.D. from the University of Calcutta for her thesis titled 
“Child Labour in Kolkata: Conditions and Continuity.” Her 
areas of specialization include Contemporary Indian Politics 
and Indian Foreign Policy. She has published extensively in 
reputed journals such as Social Action, The Indian Journal 
of Political Science, and the Indian Foreign Policy Journal, 
among others. She is also the editor of the volume Indian 
Oceans: Geopolitical and Geostrategic Dimensions (2014).Dr. 
Choudhuri Patra has presented papers at several national and 
international seminars across India. Her recent publication, 
“Analyzing Public Opinion,” appears in An Anthology of 
Socio-Political Issues: Some Insights on Critical Thinking 
(Atlantic Publishers).

2.	 Prof. Arundhati Bhattacharyya is a Professor in the 
Department of Political Science at the University of Burdwan, 
a position she has held since 2022. She completed her Ph.D. 
from the University of Calcutta on the topic “Sexual Harassment 
in the Workplace: A Comparative Analysis of State Bureaucracy 
and the IT Sector.” She obtained her Master’s degree in 
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Politics with a specialization in International Relations from 
Jawaharlal Nehru University and graduated with Honours in 
Political Science from Presidency College, Kolkata. Her areas 
of academic interest include International Relations, Women’s 
Studies, and Human Rights. She has been invited as a speaker 
by the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), Geneva, where 
she participated in the Half-Day General Discussion on Rural 
Women on October 7, 2013. She has successfully completed 
a UGC-Minor Research Project titled “Sexual Harassment in 
the Workplace: Experiences of Women in the Educational Sector in 
North 24 Parganas” and an ICSSR-Major Research Project on 
“MGNREGS: Avenue for Women’s Social Mobility in North 24 
Parganas.” She was also a recipient of the UGC International 
Travel Grant for presenting at a conference in Washington 
(October 27–28, 2011) and was awarded the Endowment 
Foreign Travel Scholarship (University of Calcutta) for the 
year 2014–15 to attend a conference in Istanbul, Turkey. 
Bhattacharyya has served as a Resource Person for projects 
under the Ministry of Human Resource Development 
(MHRD) and is currently associated as a Coordinator for the 
MOOC on Indian Government and Politics on the SWAYAM 
platform. She has also contributed to academic and public 
discourse through talks on All India Radio and Doordarshan. 
Additionally, she has served as Guest Faculty at the Civil 
Services Study Centre, Administrative Training Institute, 
Government of West Bengal. Her scholarly contributions 
include numerous books and edited volumes such as Sexual 
Harassment in the Indian Bureaucracy: Violation of Human Rights; 
Human Rights and the World Today (edited); Political Participation 
of Women in West Bengal: A Study (co-authored with Jayasree 
Ghosh); India in the Global Order: Challenges and Opportunities 
(co-edited with Ruma Ray); and Contemporary International 
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Relations (co-edited with Barnana Guha Thakurta). Her 
forthcoming work includes The Vulnerable Citizen: State 
Interventions, Public Opinion, and Realities of Homelessness in 
West Bengal (Primus Books, New Delhi). She has authored 
over fifty research articles published in reputed national and 
international journals and edited volumes, including those by 
Palgrave Macmillan, Springer, and Sage. She also serves as a 
reviewer for leading academic journals published by Springer 
and Elsevier.

3.	 Dr. Sreya Maitra Assistant Professor, Department of 
International Relations, Jadavpur University . She completed 
her B.A. in Political Science (2006) and M.A. in International 
Relations (2008), graduating with a Gold Medal, from Jadavpur 
University. She earned her Ph.D. in 2016 from the Faculty of 
Arts, Jadavpur University, as a UGC-NET Junior and Senior 
Research Fellow (2010–2016).She was awarded the Sasakawa 
Young Leaders’ Fellowship Fund (SYLFF), Tokyo Foundation, 
Japan, in 2007 for advanced research in the social sciences. 
During her doctoral research, she also received the SYLFF 
Research Abroad Award, which supported her ethnographic 
fieldwork in Sri Lanka. Dr. Maitra has published widely in 
national and international peer-reviewed journals and edited 
volumes. Her research interests include democracy, security, 
and internal conflict in India and Sri Lanka, as well as Indian 
foreign policy. She served as Associate Editor of the Journal 
of Asian Security and International Affairs (SAGE) from 2020 to 
2025.

4.	 Dr.Gargi Adhikari is currently teaching at Symbiosis 
School of Liberal Arts as Visiting Faculty, along with the 
Department of Political Science, Interdisciplinary School of 
Science, Savitribai Phule Pune University, India, where she 
has been teaching for the past one and a half years. She teaches 
courses such as Indian Electoral System and Political Processes 
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in India to undergraduate students specializing in Political 
Science. She has also previously served as a Guest Faculty at 
Loreto College, Kolkata, where she engaged with students 
in the discipline. Dr. Adhikari completed her Ph.D. from the 
Energy Studies Programme, School of International Studies, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi. Her doctoral 
research focused on “Energy Poverty in India and Brazil.” She 
holds an M.Phil. in International Relations from Jadavpur 
University, Kolkata, where her research examined “Human 
Security in Pakistan.” In addition to her teaching experience, 
she has been actively involved in academic research. She has 
worked as a Research Associate at The Research Collective, 
Programme for Social Action, New Delhi; as a Research 
Assistant for the Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung-supported project 
on “Domesticity and Domestic Labour” at the School of Women’s 
Studies, Jadavpur University; and as a Project Fellow in a UGC-
sponsored project titled “Dynamics of Security: Perceptions of 
the State and Citizens” at the School of International Relations 
and Strategic Studies, Jadavpur University.

5.	 Bridget Teresa Joseph serves as a Guest Lecturer at 
Loreto College in Kolkata. Her research focuses on gender, 
religion, identity, and intra-community dynamics in South 
Asia, with a particular emphasis on the lived experiences 
of Bengali Muslims. Employing qualitative and narrative 
methodologies, she explores issues related to women’s 
agency, choice, and the politics of everyday life within various 
cultural and religious contexts.

6.	 Rituja Ghosh is an educational consultant at the Kautilya 
School of Public Policy, Hyderabad, where she is involved in 
designing academic content for public policy students. She 
has previously worked as a Security Analyst in a corporate 
firm. She completed her undergraduate studies in Political 
Science from Loreto College, Kolkata, graduating with first 
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class distinction in 2018. She holds a Master’s degree in 
International Relations from South Asian University, New 
Delhi.

7.	 Sorbani Bhowmick is a postgraduate in Political Science 
from the Post-Graduate Department of Political Science, St. 
Xavier’s College (Autonomous), Kolkata. She is currently 
pursuing a Postgraduate Diploma in Development Studies at 
the Institute of Development Studies, Kolkata. 

8.	 Samudranil Bose holds a Master’s degree in International 
Relations from the Department of International Relations and 
Strategic Studies, Jadavpur University.

9.	 Srijita Banerjee is a Research Scholar at the Indian 
Institute of Technology Bhubaneswar, working in the areas of 
gender, visual culture, and political theory.

10.	Tiasha Maity is a Master’s graduate, drawing her 
academic degrees from Loreto College, Kolkata and St. Xavier’s 
College (Autonomous), Kolkata. As an independent scholar, 
her research areas include Comparative Politics, International 
Relations, Women’s Studies and South Asian Politics. She is 
engaged presently with the International Association for 
Political Science Students (IAPSS) as a researcher under the 
Comparative Politics Student Research Committee.

11.	Nasreen Sultana is a postgraduate scholar in English 
Literature with interests in gender studies, cultural history, and 
comparative literature. Rayna Mukherjee is a postgraduate 
scholar specializing in literary and cultural studies.

12.	Sambhavi Ghoshal is a first-year postgraduate student 
from the Postgraduate and Research Department of Political 
Science St. Xavier’s College (Autonomous), of Kolkata. Her 
research inclination also lies in the field of international 
relations and geopolitics. Banshikha Neog is a first-year 
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postgraduate student in the Postgraduate and Research 
Department of Political Science at St. Xavier’s College 
(Autonomous), Kolkata. With a strong inclination towards 
research, she is keen to explore the nuances of Indian polity 
and governance.

13.	Madhubanti Chowdhury is a final-year Master’s student 
in the Department of International Relations at Jadavpur 
University. Her academic interests focus on global politics 
and regional security. Snehal is a postgraduate student of 
International Relations at Jadavpur University, Kolkata. Her 
academic interests include feminist politics, digital activism, 
and Global South perspectives.

14.	Aankita Roy Chowdhury is an undergraduate student 
of Political Science and researcher at Loreto College. Her 
research interests reside at the intersection of political science 
and sociology, with a specific focus on gender, tribal, and 
caste studies . Khakshan Jahan an undergraduate student of 
Political Science and researcher at Loreto College.

15.	Dhruva Ganguly is a History honours student at Scottish 
Church College, Kolkata .

16.	Abhishikta Paul is a third-year undergraduate student 
in the Department of International Relations, Jadavpur 
University with an interest in Indian Foreign Policy, Bilateral 
Relations in the South Asian Region, Gender and Politics 
among others.

17.	Aive Chakraborty is a third year student in the 
Department of Sociology at Presidency University.

18.	Sujata Das is an undergraduate student of Sociology 
from Presidency University, Kolkata with academic interests 
in media and cultural studies, youth and digital societies, and 
social inequality in contemporary India. 
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19.	Shreya Roy Chowdhury is a fifth-semester undergraduate 
student pursuing an Honors degree in English at Women’s 
Christian College, Kolkata.


